MAR 0 3 1985

NEIL F. HARTIGAN

ATTORNEY GENERAL

STATE OF ILLINOIS
SPRINGFIELD

February 26, 1986

Mr. James 2'Brien, Acting Manager
IEPA Emergency Response Unit EPA Region 5 Records Ctr.

2200 Churchill Road mm
Springfield, IL 62706

328064
Dear Jim: 936854

As indicated in our recent telephone conversation, the Attorney
General's Office has been investigating a groundwater
contamination complaint in Whiteside County. As requested,
following is a summary of information gathered by the Attorney
General's Office concerning this problem.

The [NOSESJIISIVER family, Not responswe
Not responsive contacted this Office in March of 85, complaining
at drinking water from their sandpoint well (approximately 25

feet deep) began emanating a strange odor and flavor in the fall
of 1984. Samples were subsequently taken by this Office. The
results indicate that the water is contaminated with a number of
organic chemicals (see attached analyses forms).

This Office's investigation revealed that there could be a number
of possible sources of contamination. There is a bulk oil
storage facility (Kelley-Williamson) directly across the street
from the jj§lll' home. Within one-half mile there is also
located: an asphalt storage facility (Koch Asphalt); a site
(Roxite Fiberglass) on the USEPA's CERCLIS (formerly ERRIS) list,
where chlorinated solvents and paint sludges were allegedly
land-disposed in the 1970's; an automobile body shop (Walter's);
several additional bulk oil storage facilities, no longer extant;
and an old city dump.

Of the possibilities noted above, the CERCLIS site and the
Kelley~-Williamson bulk oil storage facility seemed to be the most
likely sources, the CERCLIS site less so because it is located
further away, on the opposite (east) side of the Illinois and
Mississippi Feeder Canal.

In addition to the close proximity of the Kelley-Williamson
facility to the [liasll' home -- the above ground storage tanks are
approximately 100 feet from the well in question -- a recent
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